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INDUSTRIAL AND RELATED LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
CONTRACTUAL BENEFITS BILL 2007 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Employment Protection) [10.36 am]: I move 
without notice — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended so as to enable orders of the day 525 and 523 to proceed 
to the third reading at this day’s sitting. 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the Opposition) [10.37 am]: I am a little 
confused. I do not know why these bills need to be delayed to a later stage of this day’s sitting. I do not know 
what that has to do with the price of fish. I understand why the government is seeking to deal with the third 
readings. I wonder why this is a two-pronged motion. I am sure the minister will tell us if he knows. The 
Industrial and Related Legislation Amendment Bill 2007 has been amended. I cannot recall whether the 
Contractual Benefits Bill 2007 has been amended. The reason the minister wants to avoid the normal procedure, 
which requires the third reading to be held on the next sitting of the house, is that the government wants to get its 
legislative program through this house. The government is asking us to avoid the normal requirements of our 
standing orders to get its legislative program through, at the same time as telling the opposition that if it does not 
agree with this, we will all be back here next Tuesday, regardless of the circumstances of members next week. 
Bearing that in mind and bearing in mind that this legislation does not need to be passed today because it will not 
pass through the Assembly until some time in August, on this occasion we will agree to the suspension of 
standing orders. The government is taking this course of action that simply ignores the fundamental rules that 
govern this house.  

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Employment Protection) [10.38 am]: It is my intent 
that should the report be adopted for order of the day 525 and then order of the day 523, I would then move that 
the bills be read a third time.  

Hon Simon O’Brien: What is the rush? Why can’t it move to the next sitting day?  

Hon JON FORD: Because I would like it to be dealt with as soon as the Assembly returns.  

Question put and passed with an absolute majority.  
 


